
City of Beaverton Planning Commission 

Purpose and Authority 

The City of Beaverton Planning Commission is established under the authority of the Michigan Planning 

Enabling Act (Public Act 33 of 2008, as amended) and the Beaverton City Charter and Ordinances. The 

Commission is responsible for guiding the physical development of the City of Beaverton to promote public 

health, safety, and general welfare. 

Core Responsibilities 

The Planning Commission serves as an advisory body to the City Council and is tasked with the following 

primary duties: 

1. Master Plan Development and Maintenance 

● Develop, adopt, and periodically review and update the City of Beaverton Master Plan, which serves as 

the comprehensive guide for future land use and development. 

● Ensure the Master Plan addresses current and future needs related to land use, housing, 

transportation, community facilities, and economic development. 

2. Zoning Ordinance Review 

● Review and recommend proposed zoning ordinances and amendments to the City Council. 

● Provide recommendations on all matters related to the administration and enforcement of the City's 

Zoning Ordinance. 

3. Review of Site Plans and Development Proposals 

● Review and approve, conditionally approve, or deny site plans for proposed development projects, 

special land uses, planned unit developments (PUDs), and subdivisions, in accordance with the Zoning 

Ordinance. 

● Ensure that development proposals are consistent with the Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance 

standards. 

4. Capital Improvements Planning (CIP) 

● Review and provide input on the proposed Capital Improvements Planning (CIP) to ensure that public 

infrastructure investments align with the goals and objectives of the Master Plan. 

5. Other Duties 

● Conduct public hearings and gather public input on planning-related matters, including the Master Plan 

and zoning changes. 

● Undertake special planning studies or projects as requested by the City Council. 



Membership and Term 

The Commission shall consist of members appointed by the Mayor, subject to approval by the City Council, as 

prescribed by the Michigan Planning Enabling Act and local ordinance. Members shall serve staggered terms 

as specified in the City's ordinances. 

 

Requirement Details 

Composition Typically, 5 to 9 members 

Residency Must be a resident of the City of Beaverton, with the exception of one member who 

may be an elective or appointive officer of the municipality, as permitted by state law. 

Terms Three-year staggered terms, unless filling a vacancy for an unexpired term. 

Meetings 

The Planning Commission shall meet regularly, at least quarterly, or as needed to fulfill its responsibilities. All 

meetings shall comply with the Michigan Open Meetings Act (MCL 15.261 et seq.). 

Annual Report Requirements 

In compliance with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act and to maintain transparency and accountability, On 

behalf of the Planning Commission, the City Manager must submit a written Annual Report to the City Council 

no later than March 31st of each year, covering the previous calendar year.  

 

The Annual Report must include, but is not limited to, the following components: 

 

Component Description 

Master Plan 

Status 

Report on any reviews, proposed amendments, or progress made toward a 

complete update of the Master Plan. 

Zoning 

Activity 

A summary of all zoning ordinance amendments reviewed, recommended actions, 

and final Council disposition. 

Development 

Review 

Summary 

Statistics and brief descriptions of all major site plans, special land uses, PUDs, 

and subdivision plats reviewed and the outcome of the Commission's decisions. 

Public 

Engagement 

A record of all public hearings held and a summary of public input received on key 

planning matters. 

Work Plan 

and Goals 

A summary of the Commission's accomplishments from the past year and a list of 

planning goals and objectives for the coming year. 

Financial / 

Budget 

An accounting of any expenditures made against the Commission's operating 

budget, if applicable. 

 


